PLANNING DEPARTMENT

RN TN A TR TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN
FL ol i OOV J 350 East Main Road, Middletown, Rl 02842
Rhode Island (401) 849-4027 | MiddletownRI.com

NOTICE

Town of Middletown
Public Hearing

Purgatory Road Sidewalk
February 7, 2022 at 6:30pm

Town Council Chambers, 350 East Main Road
Middletown, Rl 02842

The Town Council will hold a public hearing during its February 7, 2022 meeting,
6:30pm, to review and consider approval of the 30% design plans for the proposed
Purgatory Road sidewalk. Comments and questions from the public will be addressed.

The latest plans and other information regarding the project are available at:
https://middletownri.com/746/Purgatory-Rd-Sidewalk The project will result in
installation of a concrete sidewalk on the south side of Purgatory Road, with the paved
roadway consisting of two 10-foot wide travel lanes and two 4-foot shoulders.

Remote access for this hearing is also provided via Zoom or telephone using the
following: Zoom link - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83150116458 Or Telephone: 1-888

475 4499 (Toll Free), Webinar ID: 831 5011 6458

Please contact the Planning Department at (401) 849-4027 or
rwolanski@middletownri.com with questions or to schedule an appointment to view and

discuss the plans.
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Purgatory Rd. Sidewalk Timeline

Following are major milestones and actions taken in development of the proposed
Purgatory Rd. sidewalk:

e October 3 & 17, 2011 - Town Council public hearings held on potential project
applications for the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).
Pedestrian safety concerns identified by Council members and members of the
public on Purgatory Rd. Town Council voted to proceed with submission of
application for Purgatory Road sidewalk amongst other projects.

e October 26, 2011 - Application submitted for the 2013-2016 STIP

e November 10, 2011 — State Transportation Advisory Committee public hearing
held at Middletown Town Hall to review and accept public comment on
Middletown’s project applications and those for surrounding communities.

e June 2012 - Purgatory Rd. sidewalk project listed in the Town’s FY2013 Capital
Improvement Program (CIP), and has been included in all subsequent annual
CIP documents.

e July 12,2012 — 2013-2016 STIP approved. Purgatory Rd. sidewalk not included
for funding.

e December 7, 2015 — Town Council public hearing held to discuss potential
project applications for the 2017-2025 STIP — Purgatory Rd. sidewalk amongst
other project applications approved by the Town Council for submission.

e January 4, 2016 — Application submitted for 2017-2025 STIP

e April 2016 — Draft 2017-2025 STIP issued. Purgatory Rd. sidewalk project
included for funding of $640,000 in FY2021 (ID 5072). Project retained in all
subsequent STIP updates.

e April 15, 2019 — Town Council approval to contract with VHB for Purgatory Rd.
sidewalk design.

e 2019-2020 — VHB work with Town staff to produce preliminary design plans.

e October 28, 2020 - RIDOT subrecipient agreement with Town executed,
providing for allocation of federal funds to the project.

e March 23, 2021 — Public meeting via Zoom to present 10% design plans. All
Purgatory Rd. property owners notified by 1% class mail. Advertising in Newport
Daily News, Town website & social media. Following meeting, plans refined
based on public comments and engineering considerations.
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September 9, 2021 - 2022-2031 STIP adopted, including funding in FY22 &
FY23 totaling $820,000 for Purgatory Rd. sidewalk project (ID 5072).
September 22, 2021 - Public meeting via Zoom to present revised design plans
and discuss potential private property impacts. All Purgatory Rd. property owners
notified by 15t class mail. Advertising in Newport Daily News, Town website &
social media. Following meeting, work to complete 30% design plans.
November 15, 2021 — VHB submits 30% design plans to the Town for review.
Maps depicting impact on individual parcels also provided.

January 13, 2022 — Town notified of increase in funding as a result of the
recently passed federal infrastructure bill. Funding for Purgatory sidewalk
increased to $1.23 million.

Next Steps:

Ongoing — Staff review of 30% design plans; Outreach to directly impacted
property owners to review potential property impacts.

February 7, 2022 — Town Council public hearing to present 30% design plans
and request authorization to proceed with final design and permitting. All
Purgatory Rd. property owners notified of hearing by 15t class mail. Advertising in
Newport Daily News, Town website & social media. Following the public hearing,
if authorized to proceed, submit 30% design plans to RIDOT for review, and
request temporary access agreements for impacted properties.

Winter-Spring 2022 — Completion of 90% design plans

Spring-Summer 2022 — Advertising/bidding for construction

Fall 2022 — Begin construction. No construction activity during the summer

season.
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January 10, 2022

«PIN»
«AddressBlock»

Re: Proposed Purgatory Road Sidewalk
Dear Mr./Ms. «MailOwner1»,

The Town of Middletown is in the process of completing the design for the proposed Purgatory
Road sidewalk. This project has been identified as a high priority by the Town Council, and has
been included in the Town’s Capital Improvement Program for the past several years.
Pedestrian and bicyclist safety concerns have been raised for a number of years along
Purgatory Road, particularly in the Summer season with its high traffic volumes, and bicyclists
and pedestrians all competing for use of the narrow roadway. The project will result in
installation of a concrete sidewalk on the south side of Purgatory Road, with the paved roadway
consisting of two 10-foot-wide travel lanes and two 4-foot shoulders. Funding was sought and
has been awarded through the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) to help offset
the costs of the project. The Town has contracted with engineering firm VHB to complete the
engineering design work needed to solicit bids for construction.

Public meetings were held via Zoom on March 23, 2021, and September 22, 2021 to present
options and get feedback from property owners abutting the project and the general public. That
input has helped provide direction to the design team, which has now developed the latest
plans, known as 30% design plans. This stage of design is intended to allow for review by Town
officials and the RI Dept. of Transportation (RIDOT) before final construction plans are
completed. The 30% plans will be presented to the Town Council during a public hearing
scheduled to be held during its regular meeting on February 7, 2022, 6:30pm. Please see
the enclosed notice. The 30% design plans are available for review at:
https://middletownri.com/746/Purgatory-Rd-Sidewalk

Also enclosed is a map showing the potential impact of the project on your property specifically.
The map identifies the location of the proposed sidewalk and a grass strip to be installed
between the sidewalk and the roadway, where possible. The sidewalk will be constructed
entirely on public property. The map also indicates an area of potential disturbance on abutting
private property, identified in blue as a “temporary easement” area, with the anticipated impacts
listed at the bottom of the page. In most cases the impacts within the easement area will be
minimal, and might only involve the need for workers to be able to access and maneuver around
the construction site. If grading or other work is required on private property within the easement
area, the property will be restored prior to project completion. It is anticipated that some tree
removal, and some hedge removal or trimming will be necessary, primarily on public property or




where trees, hedges and other vegetation extends into public property or impedes the
construction process.

Following the February 7" public hearing, and assuming approval of the 30% design plans by
the Town Council, we will again contact each impacted property owner along Purgatory Road to
request authorization to temporarily access private property during the construction process.
This agreement will apply to the “temporary easement” area depicted on the enclosed map,
which will be made an exhibit attached to the agreement. Having these agreements in place as
soon as possible will allow for the completion of final design plans and keep us on schedule for

construction beginning next Fall.

If you have any questions or concerns about the project or the anticipated construction impacts,
please contact the Planning Department at (401) 849-4027 or rwolanski@middletownri.com.
The Town appreciates your cooperation and partnership in getting this important project
completed.

Sincerely,

Ronald M. Wolanski, AICP
Town Planner
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s 3 MIDDLETOWN

Rhode Island

NOTICE
Town of Middletown
Public Hearing

Purgatory Road Sidewalk
February 7, 2022 at 6:30pm

Town Council Chambers, 350 East Main Road
Middletown, Rl 02842

The Town Council will hold a public hearing during its February 7, 2022 meeting,
6:30pm, to review and consider approval of the 30% design plans for the proposed
Purgatory Road sidewalk. Comments and questions from the public will be addressed.

The latest plans and other information regarding the project are available at:
https://middletownri.com/746/Purgatory-Rd-Sidewalk The project will result in
installation of a concrete sidewalk on the south side of Purgatory Road, with the paved
roadway consisting of two 10-foot wide travel lanes and two 4-foot shoulders.

Remote access for this hearing is also provided via Zoom or telephone using the
following: Zoom link - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83150116458 Or Telephone: 1-888

475 4499 (Toll Free), Webinar ID: 831 5011 6458

Please contact the Planning Department at (401) 849-4027 or
rwolanski@middletownri.com with questions or to schedule an appointment to view and
discuss the plans.




