
Town of Richmond – Motor Vehicle Race Tracks Incl. Racing, Motocross, and Road 
Racing 

Compiled by: Dan Madnick 1/24/2024 

Current Regulations: 
• Zoning Ordinance

o Section 18.16 “Use Regulations”

§ Table 18.16.010 - Use Code 465, “Motocross Facility” is permitted

only in Flextech zones

§ Section 18.16.020 Use code descriptions – 465 Motocross facility. A
site for motorcycle racing on enclosed oR-road circuits.

Example Processes and Regulations: 
• Epping, NH – MX101/New England Dragway (280 Exeter Road)

o Contacted Jake Roger (Town Admin) and Amanda Nolan (Town Planner,

603-679-1448)

o Towns are provided the power to make bylaws governing Motor Vehicle

Racetracks per State Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) Title III 31:41-a

o Epping has a Motor Vehicle Racetrack checklist specifically for New

England Dragway, “pre-permit requirements for racing season _____”

o Epping has a very comprehensive by-law regarding regulation and

licensing of motor vehicle racetracks

• Lempster, NH – NHMX (93 Jolly Roger Road)

o Contacted Bob Porter (Building/Health Inspector 603-863-971)

o NHMX operates directly through the state

§ Safety rules are regulated through the state

§ Inspected by the state frequently

• Food, waste, trailers/RV’s

o The Town of Lempster does not have any zoning ordinances

o The town has repeatedly rejected enacting ordinances through

referendum

o Recently, a drift racetrack has been proposed and has opponents, but

without ordinances there is no method to regulate

• Lyman, ME – MX207 (53 Bartletts Bridge Road)

o Contacted Beka Thompson (Code Enforcement ORice 207-247-0647)

o MX207 applied to the planning board for site plan review

§ Site walks were performed

§ A Notice of Decision (NOD) was issued

o Lyman uses “contract zoning” (since removed by town)

§ Motocross was not in the ordinances and not permitted

automatically
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§ The developer of the motocross track had to prove that it would 

not negatively aRect the town 

o The motocross track is licensed through the state as an “event 

campground” 

§ Inspected by state of ME and issued an inspection report 

• Potable water, bathrooms, etc. 

§ Since the motocross is not a campground, most of the licensing is 

not applicable 

o The Code Enforcement ORicer (COE) reviews any changes to the site plan 

as an amendment 

o Most records are available on paper, not electronically 

o COE provided the Notice of Decision that includes all meetings 

§ Any agenda, minutes, or additional records can be pulled by the 

COE and sent to Richmond electronically 

• Southwick, MA – The Wick 338 (56 Powder Mill Road) 

o Owned by American Legion 

o Contacted Samantha (Planning Board Secretary) and awaiting a return 

call from Jon Goddard (Town Planner, 413-569-6056) 

• Middleborough, MA – Capeway Rovers 

• Minot, Maine – Hemonds MX 

 

Recommendations: 
1. Revise Chapter 5.44 Article I outdoor public entertainments to include “Motor 

Vehicle Racetracks Incl. Racing, Motocross, and Road Racing” 
a. Should this be expanded to be broader? 
b. Beyond an update to the entire ordinance, should motor vehicle racetracks 

be a separate section due to the unique safety and fire requirements? 
c. Should this apply to any type of motor vehicle racing, including events at 

Washington County Fairgrounds? In fairness, yes. 
d. Limit noise/decibels – point to noise ordinance? 

i. Allow for noise level readings at owner/operators expense  

e. Set open/close season? 
f. License must be submitted XX amount of days before open of season 

i. Set license fee 

ii. Public hearing for the license 

g. Set fines for violation of license and/or ordinance 

i. Penalties and revocation of license clause 

h. Regulate alcohol consumption or prohibit completely? 

i. The owner and operator must pay for EMS service at their own expense 

j. The owner and operator must pay for fire/police at their own expense as 

deemed necessary by fire marshal (NFPA 610?) and police chief 

k. The owner and operator must provide sanitary facilities and trash disposal 

l. Allow for inspections without notice from town personnel 

i. Who enforces (will need enforcement section)? Building inspector? 



m. No overnight camping allowed 

n. Cash bond to protect town? 

o. Kept secure from unauthorized use 

p. SuRicient oR-street parking must be provided (i.e. no parking on public 

roadway) 

q. Any food service providers need licensing as well (town and state?) 

r. Do we include a waiver provision determined by TC? This could be 

problematic 

s. Reimbursement for any municipal services? 

t. Fuel pad to prevent ground contamination 

2. Create checklist similar to Epping, NH New England Dragway checklist (also see 

Lee USA Speedway Checklist and Licensing) 
a. Includes insurance carrier and policy # - Does town require an amount? 
b. Includes schedule and tentative rain dates for normal events and special 

events 
c. Food services have proper licensing 

d. No alcohol signs posted 

e. Gate/Method to secure confirmed 

f. Police and Fire marshal aRirmation 

g. Enforcement oRice has confirmed sanitary facilities, parking, and trash 

disposal 

3. Adopt similar regulations as motor vehicle racing by-laws as NH towns (see Epping, 

Hudson, Lee, Tamworth documentation) 
4. Consider adoption of NFPA 610 Guide for Emergency and Safety Operations at 

Motorsports Venues 
5. Request consultant/attorney that specializes in motor vehicle racing to review 

regulations to determine legality and if any items were missed 
 
Notes/Questions: 

• Chapter 5.44 ENTERTAINMENTS  - ARTICLE I OUTDOOR PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS 

• Does a motocross track fall under the Chapter 5.58 “SEASONAL RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES AND OTHER SEASONAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATIONS”? 

 



 
 

TOWN OF RICHMOND, RHODE ISLAND 
RICHMOND TOWN COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION # 2025-XX 
Motorized Vehicle Racing and Racetracks 

 
 

CHAPTER 45 
Towns and Cities 

45-2-70. Town of Richmond – Regulation of Motorized Vehicle Racing and Racetracks 
 

SECTION I 
 
WHEREAS: For the purposes of this section, a motorized vehicle shall be defined as any self-propelled 
vehicle, including tractors, activated by an internal combustion engine or battery and not operated 
exclusively on stationary tracks. A racetrack is defined as a use of land for the purpose of operating a 
motorized vehicle over a constructed track or course or where the continuous use of the land creates a track 
or course and is licensed to host races. 
 
WHEREAS: The state of Rhode Island does not have any general law governing the regulation of motorized 
vehicle racing or racetracks. The only active location for motorized vehicle racing is situated in Richmond, in 
which a motocross track is permitted through local Zoning Ordinance and supported by Richmond’s 
Comprehensive Community Plan. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Richmond Town Council respectfully requests that the 
Rhode Island House of Representatives and the Rhode Island Senate enact enabling legislation authorizing the 
Richmond Town Council to adopt an ordinance to regulate, license, and collect fee on any motorized vehicle 
racing or racetrack as defined in Section I of this resolution. 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following motion was made on March XX, 2025: 

A motion was made by Councilor XX, seconded by Councilor XX approving the Resolution regarding 
Motor Vehicle Racing and Racetracks.  

Vote: President Wilcox, XX; Vice President Reynolds, XX; Councilor Dinsmore, XX; Councilor 
Madnick, XX; Councilor Palmisciano, XX 

GIVEN UNDER THE SEAL OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RICHMOND 
THIS XXth Day of March 2025. 
 
 
              ____________________________ 
          Samantha Wilcox, 
         Richmond Town Council President 
  
ATTEST: _______________________ 
      ERIN F. LIESE, C.M.C. 
      Richmond Town Clerk   



TITLE III
TOWNS, CITIES, VILLAGE DISTRICTS, AND UNINCORPORATED PLACES

CHAPTER 31
POWERS AND DUTIES OF TOWNS

Power to Make Bylaws

Section 31:41-a

    31:41-a Motor Vehicle Race Tracks. – Towns shall have the power to make bylaws relating to the regulation and licensing of motor vehicle race tracks within the limits of the town, and may fix fees not to exceed $100
annually for the operation of such race tracks, and failure to observe such bylaws shall constitute a violation and any fines collected hereunder shall inure to such uses as said towns may direct. For the purposes of this
section, a motor vehicle shall be defined as any self-propelled vehicle, except tractors, activated by an internal combustion engine and not operated exclusively on stationary tracks.

Source. 1967, 149:1. 1973, 531:6, eff. Oct. 31, 1973 at 11:59 p.m.
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Town of Hudson, NH
Sunday, December 29, 2024

Chapter 264. Racetracks, Motor Vehicle
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town of Hudson as indicated in article histories. Amendments noted
where applicable.]
GENERAL REFERENCES
Alcoholic beverages — See Ch. 158.
Noise — See Ch. 249.
Outdoor gatherings and activities — See Ch. 253.
Vehicles and traffic — See Ch. 317.
Zoning — See Ch. 334.

Article I. Licensing; Rules and Regulations
[Adopted 3-26-1983 ATM, Art. 36; BOS 4-8-1983 by Ord. No. 115]

§ 264-1. Authority.

This article is enacted pursuant to the provisions of RSA 31:41-a.

§ 264-2. Definitions.

For purposes of this article, the terms below are defined as follows:

MOTOR VEHICLE
Any self-propelled vehicle, except tractors, activated by an internal-combustion engine and
not operated exclusively on stationary tracks.

PERSON
Any individual, partnership, corporation or other entity proposing to or operating a motor
vehicle racetrack.

§ 264-3. License to be obtained; fee.

[Amended 7-26-1988 by Ord. No. O88-3]
Annually, before April 1, any person proposing to operate a motor vehicle racetrack within the
Town of Hudson shall obtain a license from the Board of Selectmen.

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this section
has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of Selectmen." The specific

https://ecode360.com/print/HU1110?guid=14323982#ref14323988-1
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[1]

A. 

B. 

[2]

C. 

[3]

D. 

A. 

[2]

B. 

fees set forth in this section were removed at the request of the town. For current fees, see Ch.
205, Fees.

§ 264-4. Regulations.

[Amended 7-26-1988 by Ord. No. O88-3; 4-8-2014 by Ord. No. 14-02; 9-15-2020]
At any motor vehicle racetrack operated within the Town of Hudson, the following regulations
shall apply:

[1]The dates and hours of operation shall be:

Dates. Racing shall be conducted on Sundays and holidays only.

The hours. The afternoon races shall be from 12:00 noon to 5:45 p.m., and evening
races shall be from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Editor's Note: See also Art. II, Hours of Operation in June, of this chapter.

Night and evening races are only permitted during the summer season; specifically, after
the Hudson public schools (elementary) have closed in June and prior to the date on which
they open in September

Every motor vehicle participating in any races sponsored by a motor vehicle racetrack in
Hudson will be equipped with mufflers or noise-reduction devices, which shall be approved
by the Board of Selectmen.[2]

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this
subsection has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of
Selectmen."

Any person operating a motor vehicle racetrack shall permit Town officials, or their
designated representatives, to conduct from time to time, at said person's expense, such
noise level tests or readings as may be deemed appropriate and necessary by the Hudson
Board of Selectmen.[3]

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this
subsection has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of
Selectmen."

§ 264-5. Restrictions in license.

Any license issued by the Hudson Board of Selectmen pursuant to § 264-3 shall contain the
following:

The proposed schedule of racing dates and hours of operation for which the license is
requested.

A requirement that the person operating the motor vehicle racetrack shall make public
announcements, during and at the conclusion of a day's racing activities, requesting that
spectators and participants observe local speed limits,[2] refrain from littering and
excessive noise and refrain from using streets when prohibited by local ordinance.[3]

Editor's Note: For speed limit provisions, see Ch. 317, Vehicles and Traffic.
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C. 

D. 
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[1]

A. 

B. 

[1]

Editor's Note: For street use restrictions, see Ch. 317, Vehicles and Traffic.

A requirement that the person operating the motor vehicle racetrack provide adequate
trash receptacles on the premises, that said receptacles be emptied on a regular basis and
that the premises constituting the racetrack be maintained in a neat and orderly fashion,
including the parking areas, and that all cleanup activities be completed within 24 hours of
the conclusion of any day's racing activities.

A requirement that the racetrack be kept secure from unauthorized entry when not being
used.

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this section
has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of Selectmen."

§ 264-6. Inspections.

[Amended 7-26-1988 by Ord. No. O88-3]
The Hudson Board of Selectmen, Building Inspector and Health Officer are authorized to make
announced or unannounced inspections of the property to ensure compliance with the
requirements of this Article and any license issued hereunder.

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this section
has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of Selectmen."

§ 264-7. Insurance.

[Amended 7-26-1988 by Ord. No. O88-3]
Any person operating a motor vehicle racetrack shall be required to provide such insurance as
may be deemed necessary and appropriate by the Hudson Board of Selectmen. Certificates of
said insurance shall be filed with the Board of Selectmen prior to the commencement of any
racing season or meet.

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this section
has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of Selectmen."

§ 264-8. Violations and penalties.

[Amended 7-26-1988 by Ord. No. O88-3]

Any violation of the provisions of this Article or of a license issued by the Board of
Selectmen hereunder shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $100 for each day that
said violation exists. Any fines collected hereunder shall be paid into the general fund of
the Town of Hudson.

In addition to or instead of monetary fines, the Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to
revoke any permit issued hereunder where a violation of this Article or of a license issued
hereunder exists and the same has not been corrected within five days of sending notice of
the violation to the person operating the motor vehicle racetrack.

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this section
has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of Selectmen."
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§ 264-9. Variances.

[Amended 7-26-1988 by Ord. No. O88-3]
The Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to vary the requirements set forth in § 264-4B
and C and the restrictions in § 264-5 if, in the opinion of the Selectmen, a significant hardship
exists for the person operating the motor vehicle racetrack and no significant harm will result to
the public health, safety and welfare.

Editor's Note: Pursuant to Res. No. R92-71, adopted 6-8-1992, effective 7-1-1992, this section
has been revised to replace "Executive Administrator" with "Board of Selectmen."

Article II. Hours of Operation in June
[Article 24, voted in the affirmative 3-15-1985 by the Annual Town Meeting, reads as fol‐
lows: "To see if the Town will vote that, because of seasonal hot weather in the month
of June that presents an unnecessary and unhealthy hardship, due to an ordinance
which requires daytime racing only from noon to 5:45 p.m. until grammar school clos‐
ing, the Hudson Speedway be allowed to operate on the first three Sundays of June be‐
tween 3:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. in the daylight hours."]

Editor's Note: See also § 264-4B and C.
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