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TOWN OF WESTERLY 
 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
 
     Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held in the Council Chambers, 
Town Hall, Westerly, Rhode Island, on Monday, April 7, 2025, at 6:00 o’clock p.m., or as 
close to that time as possible, in accordance with the Home Rule Charter of the Town of 
Westerly, to consider the following Proposed Ordinance entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING A PERMANENT HOUSING COMMITTEE” 
 
The Town of Westerly hereby ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Establishment; purpose.   
 
There is hereby established a permanent Housing Committee whose purpose shall be to 
study Senior Housing, and Affordable Low- and Moderate-Income Housing within the 
Town of Westerly. 
 
Section 2.  Membership; terms; vacancies. 
 
(a) The Committee shall consist of five (5) members, all who shall be voting members 

of the Committee: 
 

(1) Five members of the general public appointed by the Town Council for a term 
of three years expiring on the last day of March.  The terms shall be staggered 
so that appointments are made every year.  Initial appointments will be two at 
three years, two at two years, and one at one year. Members shall serve 
without compensation. 

 
(2) Any vacancy occurring on said Committee shall be filled by the Town Council 

for the remainder of the unexpired term.   
 

(3) Each member of the Committee shall be chosen for his or her demonstrated 
interest in preserving and/or promoting the development of senior housing, 
and affordable low- and moderate-income housing while also maintaining the 
characterand the stabilization of neighborhoods in the Town.  
 

(b) The Executive Director of the Westerly Housing Authority or his/her designee 
mayshall be an ex officio member of the Committee. 

 
(1) This member of the Committee shall not be a voting member. 
 
(2) This member can be counted for purposes of establishing a quorum, however, 

a majority of voting members present shall be required for taking any action. 
 
 
 
 



Section 3.  Quorum. 
 
For the purpose of conducting any official business, three members of the Committee 
shall constitute a quorum. 
 
Section 4.  Election of Officers. 
 
The members of the Committee shall elect by a majority vote of the total members of the 
Committee, officers consisting of a Chair, a Vice Chair and Secretary.  An election of 
officers must take place any time a new member is appointed or a current member is 
reappointed. 
 
Section 5.  Powers and Duties. 
 
The Committee shall serve in an advisory role only, shall report to the Planning Board 
and be responsible for the following: 
 
(1) Study and Recommendations.    The Committee shall conduct an ongoing study of 

the status of senior housing, and affordable low- and moderate-income housing in 
the Town of Westerly and shall make periodic recommendations to the Planning 
Board and Town Council regarding actions to be taken by the Town of Westerly to 
improve the quantity and quality of this type of housing in the Town.   
 

(2) Annual Report and Educational Meeting.  The Committee shall prepare a written 
annual report at the conclusion of the Town's fiscal year. The report shall set forth 
the state of senior housing, and affordable low- and moderate-income housing in 
the Town, describing the activities and functions of the Committee for the previous 
year.  The Committee Chair shall present this report, in person, to the Planning 
Board during a regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting, or special meeting, if 
the Planning Board so chooses.  This presentation shall serve to provide 
information and education to the public regarding housing developments and 
related initiatives, including but not limited to senior housing and affordable low- 
and moderate-income housing. 

 
(3) Annual Educational Meeting.  The Committee, once per year, shall conduct a 

meeting that provides information and education to members of the public 
regarding the status of senior housing, and affordable low- and moderate-income 
housing. 

 
(34) Site Identification.  The Committee shall identify sites, both publicly and privately 

owned, that are appropriate for affordable housing development, which shall be 
transmitted to the Town Council and Planning Board on a semi-annual quarterly 
basis with copies to the Town Council. 

 
Section 6  Compliance with Open Meetings 
 
All meetings of the Committee shall be held and conducted in accordance with the Open 
Meetings Law, RIGL 42-46. 
 
Section 7.  Meeting notices; minutes.      
 
It shall be the duty of the Secretary to take minutes of each meeting, be in charge of all 
correspondence and records of this Committee and be responsible for posting all notices 



of meetings of said Committee in accordance with RIGL 42-46-6(b) Open Meetings Act.  
The minutes of each meeting of the Committee shall be posted with the Secretary of 
State. 
 
Section 8.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage. 
 
Per Order of the Town Council. 
 
 ATTEST: Mary L. LeBlanc, MMC 
  Council Clerk 
  March 31, 2025 
 
All persons interested in the above are respectfully required to be present at the 
time and place to be heard thereon. 
 
INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING INTERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE HEARING 
IMPAIRED MUST CALL 348-2505 IN ADVANCE OF THE HEARING DATE. 
 
 
 


