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TOWN OF BARRINGTON 
                 BARRINGTON PLANNING BOARD   RHODE ISLAND 
 

 
 

TO:     Barrington Town Council 
 

FROM:     Larry Trim, Chair, Planning Board 
 Philip Hervey, Director, Planning, Building & Resiliency 
 

DATE:       July 19, 2019 
 

SUBJECT:    Planning Board Recommendation – Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
Establishing Developer Guidance for Bay Spring Parcels 

 
PURPOSE: Transmitting the Planning Board’s recommendation regarding the proposed 
Comprehensive Community Plan amendments establishing developer guidance for Bay Spring 
parcels (Lots 109 and 154 on Assessor’s Plat 2). 
 
 
On Tuesday, July 16, the Planning Board held a public hearing on the Board’s proposed 
Comprehensive Plan amendments establishing “Developer Guidance” for Lots 109 and 154 on 
Assessor’s Plat 2, to be used to evaluate future rezoning requests and/or comprehensive permit 
applications for the two undeveloped parcels in the Bay Spring Avenue corridor 
 
The Town Council on June 4, 2019 opened the public hearing and took public comment on the 
amendments. The Planning Board was scheduled to hold a joint hearing at that time with the 
Council but was unable to meet due to a lack of quorum. The Planning Board continued the 
hearing to the July 2nd meeting date (rescheduled to July 16th). 
 
At the Planning Board hearing several people spoke in favor of the amendments; no one spoke 
in opposition. The Board discussed revisions proposed by the Town Planner intended to address 
comments made at the Council hearing by Dr. Frank Cummings of Manor Drive about the need 
for language requiring handicap-accessible units. Dr. Cummings said the guidance should go 
beyond ADA accessibility and provide for the needs of people with Ambulatory Mobility 
Disabilities, or “unsteady gait,” to include access to and into the housing units.  Persons who 
use crutches, canes, walkers, braces, artificial limbs, or orthopedic shoes are included in this 
category. Activities that may be difficult for people with unsteady gait include walking, 
climbing steps or slopes, standing for extended periods of time, reaching, and fine finger 
manipulation. 
 
The Planning Board voted unanimously (5-0) to recommend the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
amendments, and directed Town staff to work with the Chair on further revisions to Appendix 
IIA including: 

• Add a paragraph under Section 3 – Purpose about meeting the needs of people with mobility 
issues, including those with an unsteady gait; and, 
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• Add a paragraph(s) under Section 5 – Design and Building Requirements to establish a 
minimum percentage (20 percent) of handicap-accessible housing units and design 
requirements that meet the needs of people with an unsteady gait to include special 
requirements, such as railings and minimization of changes in elevation, beyond the minimum 
ADA standards. 

 
We have developed the following edits, as requested in the Planning Board’s motion, for 
consideration by the Town Council: 
 

• Add the following under 3. Purpose: 

B.  Establish building and site standards that reduce or eliminate accessibility barriers 
for people with mobility issues, including those with an unsteady gait. 

 
• Add the following under 5. Design and Building Requirements, A. Minimum Requirements: 

 
ii.  At least 20 percent of the units shall be ADA-accessible, to include a first-floor 

master bedroom and bathroom, in accordance with the guidance in A Manual to 
Assist Designers and Builders in Meeting the Accessibility Requirements of the 
Fair Housing Act published by HUD. 

 
• Add the following under 5. Design and Building Requirements, E. Buildings, ii. Porches: 

c.  The porch decking on ADA-accessible cottage units shall be flush to the 
ground (no step). 

 
• Add the following under 5. Design and Building Requirements, E. Buildings: 

iii.  Access to and into ADA-accessible units, including walkways, porches and the 
front entrance, shall include additional accommodations for people with an 
unsteady gait. Measures shall include the provision of railings at front and rear 
entryways/porches, regardless of slope. 
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